’ . TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
TOd ay S Read In g S October 19, 2008

The following scripture passages have been selected by Pastor Brady Faggart in coordination with his
message today.

FIRST READING: 2 Corinthians 8:1-5 (The Message)

1-4 Now, friends, | want to report on the surprising and generous ways in which God is working
in the churches in Macedonia province. Fierce troubles came down on the people of those
churches, pushing them to the very limit. The trial exposed their true colors: They were incredi-
bly happy, though desperately poor. The pressure triggered something totally unexpected: an
outpouring of pure and generous gifts. | was there and saw it for myself. They gave offerings of
whatever they could—far more than they could afford!—pleading for the privilege of helping out
in the relief of poor Christians.

5-7 This was totally spontaneous, entirely their own idea, and caught us completely off guard.
What explains it was that they had first given themselves unreservedly to God and to us. The
other giving simply flowed out of the purposes of God working in their lives. That's what
prompted us to ask Titus to bring the relief offering to your attention, so that what was so well
begun could be finished up. You do so well in so many things—you trust God, you're articulate,
you're insightful, you're passionate, you love us—now, do your best in this, too.

SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-2 (The Message)

1-2 So here's what | want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your
sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering.
Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him. Don't become so well-
adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on
God. You'll be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants from you, and
quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of
immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you.

GOSPEL: Luke 18:18-27 (The Message)
18 One day one of the local officials asked him, "Good Teacher, what must | do to deserve eter-

nal life?"

19-20 Jesus said, "Why are you calling me good? No one is good—only God. You know the
commandments, don't you? No illicit sex, no killing, no stealing, no lying, honor your father and
mother.”

21 He said, "I've kept them all for as long as | can remember."

22 When Jesus heard that, he said, "Then there's only one thing left to do: Sell everything you
own and give it away to the poor. You will have riches in heaven. Then come, follow me."

23 This was the last thing the official expected to hear. He was very rich and became terribly
sad. He was holding on tight to a lot of things and not about to let them go.



24-25 Seeing his reaction, Jesus said, "Do you have any idea how difficult it is for people who
have it all to enter God's kingdom? I'd say it's easier to thread a camel through a needle's eye
than get a rich person into God's kingdom."

26 "Then who has any chance at all?" the others asked.
27 "No chance at all," Jesus said, "if you think you can pull it off by yourself. Every chance in
the world if you trust God to do it."

Scripture taken from The Message. Copyright ©1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000,2001,2002. Used by permission of
NavPress Publishing Group.



|H|'

Taking FAmH Home . . . OcTtoeer 19, 2008 Youth & Family

IMSTITUTE

wwrw.tyfi.org

Daily Bible Readings:

These readings are related to the Lectionary readings for this Sunday.
Try to take time each day to read the assigned Bible passage.

Sunday Matthew 22:15-22 The question of paying taxes
Monday Matthew 17:24-27  Jesus pays the temple tax
Tuesday Jeremiah 29:1-7 Advice to the exiles in Babylon
Wednesday Daniel 1:3-21 Daniel in the king's court
Thursday  Romans 13:1-7 Duties towards state authorities
Friday Titus 3:1-8 Doing what is good

Saturday  Psalm 2 A warning for earthly rulers
Sunday Matthew 22:34-46  Loving God and neighbor
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SCRIPTURE

Scripture Verse for this Week: L. Cut cut & carry with you. '
Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to :‘;;:ﬂﬂ““ §
the Lord, all the earth. Sing to the Lord |+ committa mamery
and praise hlS name; E‘VE‘Y}" da_}' tE‘”

how he saves us. — Psalm 94:1-2 (NCVY)

Prayer for this Week:

God, thank you that you have chosen me to be one of your
people. Please help me to love others like Jesus does. Amen.
{1 Thessalonians 1:4-&)

For Throughout the Day:
| praise you Lord, for you are great and mighty. There is no other
god. Amen. (Psalm 94:1-9; |saiah 45:5-4)

A Blessing to Share:
You are God's child. He has called you by name. May he fill you
with faith, hope and love to know and follow Jesus. Amen.

Mealtime Refrain:
The Lord is great: He deserves all our praise. (Psalm 94:4)

Mealtime Prayer:

To God who gives us daily bread,

A thankful song we raise.

To God who gives us life and food,
We sing our heartfelt praise. Amen.
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